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Foster Series I:

Clicker Training 
Austin Dog Sports
Cathy Cobb

Clicker Training: 

How to effectively use a clicker and some basics of clicker training
Class Objective

Introducing the clicker in theory and practice.
I. Positive Reinforcement: Will work for Pay
II.  The Clicker, Theory
a. Positive and Negative Markers

i. When to use a positive marker

ii. When to use a negative marker

iii. Negative marker vs oops, that’s not right (extinction cue)

iv. Positive marker vs praise

v. Verbal vs mechanical marker:  The difference in efficacy and when to use
b. The Clicker as a Bridge
III. The Clicker, Practice
a. Loading the Clicker 
i. Watch for unintentional associations.
ii. The contract

iii. Type of treat to use
iv. Types of clickers

b. Timing
c. Learning a new behavior using the clicker, positives & negatives 
i. Luring 

ii. Targeting 
iii. Capturing
iv. Shaping
d. Offered Behaviors
e. Cues, hand signals and verbal cues
IV. Unwanted Behaviors
a. Extinction
b. Negative Markers
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